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Amrum resolution
Those congregated at the "Üüs driimerai" conference on the future of the North Frisian language in Norddorf
auf Amrum on 8 and 9 November 2013, arranged by the Nordfriisk Instituut,

- with a view to the fact that the state of Schleswig-Holstein has pledged protection and promotion to
the Frisian people in the state constitution since 1990,

- with a view to the fact that the framework agreement of the European Council on the protection of
national minorities has been applied to the Frisian people since 1998,

- with a view to the fact that the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages has applied to
the North Frisian language since 1999,

- in view of the Act on the Promotion of Frisian in the Public Sphere (Friisk Gesäts) resolved by the
Schleswig-Holstein Landtag in 2004,

- but with great concern over the hitherto lack of promotion of the Frisian language

present the following appeal:

In the past quarter of a century, the Frisian people in Schleswig-Holstein has been formally recognised and
legally equated with the other national minorities in the Federal Republic of Germany. Nevertheless, the
North Frisian language continues to be one of the least promoted in Europe. For the Frisians, Schleswig-
Holstein is not yet a "model state" for promotion of minorities. Elementary structural and financial conditions
that are essential for the future are still lacking. The work on behalf of the Frisian language and culture was
accomplished only in an isolated fashion. Reliable human and material structures are urgently required so
that this work can finally be performed with a long-term view and accomplished on a long-term basis. It is
pleasing that the state of Schleswig-Holstein has declared that it wishes to pursue this path in the future. The
conference also welcomes the initiative of the state for an action plan that is to preserve and promote
linguistic diversity.

For the Frisian people, a comprehensive plan is required in which the municipalities and the federal state are
also to be included. The conference, which developed numerous proposals in work groups, names the
following, for example, as important concerns:

• The Frisian language should be taught and spoken systematically in nurseries, schools and
adult education institutions. In the schools of North Frisia and other regions, knowledge of
the Frisian language, history and culture should be imparted. At universities and universities
of applied science, the foundation should be laid for training specialist workers.

• Public broadcasting, which has turned a blind eye to its special responsibility for decades,
should, in radio and television, give the minority language of Frisian appropriate
consideration in equal manner to the Sorbian language and employ corresponding specialist
staff.

Those congregated on Amrum

• are of the conviction that the Frisian language and culture are an indispensable part of North Frisia
and constitute a valuable cultural heritage for the future.

• call for the creation of a "North Frisia model" through intensive and systematic use – also as a model
to follow for other regions in a culturally diverse Europe.


